








Idaho Department of Health and Welfare

Academy Training

Practical Preparation for a Child 
Protective Act Case

Part I

Speakers:
Mary Jo Beig, Deputy Attorney General, Region 4

James P. Price, Deputy Attorney General, Region 6
Denise L. Rosen, Deputy Attorney General, Region 1
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Timeline of a Child Protective Case

Child removed:
Imminent Danger 
or Endorsement

Shelter Care Hearing:
within 48 hours of 
removals (excluding 
weekends and holidays)

Pre-trial Conference:
3-5 days prior to the 
Adjudicatory Hearing

Adjudicatory Hearing: No 
longer than 30 days after 
the Petition is filed OR 60 
Days after the child is 
removed from home.

Case Plan Hearing: Within 5 days 
after filing the case plan.  Must 
be filed within 30 days after the 
Adjudicatory Hrg or within 60 
days after the child is removed 
from the home; whichever comes 
first.

Six Month Review 
Hearing: Within 6 months 
of the child coming into 
care and every year 
thereafter.

Permanency 

Hearing: Within 
12 months of the 
child coming into 
care. 
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IMMINENT DANGER

EVIDENCE/BURDEN OF PROOF
Peace officer may remove a child without a court order

Peace officer must find that the “child is endangered in his 
surroundings and prompt removal is necessary to prevent 
serious physical or mental injury to the child” or where the 
child is abandoned. 
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ENDORSEMENT UPON SUMMONS

EVIDENCE/BURDEN OF PROOF
Judge must find that:

The child is within the jurisdiction of the CPA
Abused, abandoned, neglected, homeless, lacks stable 
home environment, sibling of such child is living in or 
having custodial visitation in the same household 

It is contrary to the welfare of the child to remain 
in the home

Vesting custody with IDHW would be in the child’s 
best interest



7

RULE 16 EXPANSION (I.J.R. Rule 16)
EVIDENCE/BURDEN OF PROOF

If the court has reasonable cause to believe that a juvenile 
living or found within the state is neglected, abused, abandoned, 
homeless, or whose parent or legal custodian is unable to 
provide a stable home environment, the court may expand the 
case to a CPA proceeding or direct the Department to conduct 
an investigation

The court may order the juvenile placed in shelter care if:
It is in the best interest of the juvenile, and
It is needed for the juvenile’s protection

The Department is entitled to copies of court documents, 
studies, reports, evaluations, and other reports in the court files, 
probation files, and juvenile files relating to the juvenile. 

Be sure to request the information to get a complete idea of the 
situation 
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OFFENDER REMOVAL

EVIDENCE/BURDEN OF PROOF:
An alleged offender may be removed from the home of the victim 
by a peace officer without an order, where the child is endangered 
and prompt removal of an alleged offender is necessary to prevent 
serious physical or mental injury to the child
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