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PERFORMANCE REVIEW OF COMPETENCIES 
Describe employee performance in specific work areas. 
 
 
Customer Service  
Competency Description:  
Provides what has been promised to each customer in a timely, dependable and accurate manner; gains customer trust and 
confidence by conveying knowledge and accurate information; treats customers with courtesy, respect and dignity; 
communicates with customers in a responsive, productive, clear and appropriate manner.        
 

 
Dependability   
Competency Description:   
Meets commitments, works independently, accepts accountability, handles change, sets personal standards, stays focused 
under pressure, meets attendance/punctuality requirements. 
 

 
Interpersonal Skills  
Competency Description:  
 Has good listening skills, builds strong relationships, is flexible/open-minded, negotiates effectively, solicits performance 
feedback and handles constructive criticism. 
 

 
Productivity  
Competency Description:    
Manages a fair workload, volunteers for additional work, prioritizes tasks, develops good work procedures, manages time 
well, handles information flow. 
 

 
Quality  
Competency Description:   
Is attentive to detail and accuracy, is committed to excellence, looks for improvements continuously, monitors quality 
levels, finds root cause of quality problems, owns/acts on quality problems. 
 

 
 
Work Environment/Safety  
Competency Description:   
Promotes mutual respect, keeps workplace clean and safe, supports safety programs. 
 

 
 Additional competencies for CFS/CMH Employee in CFS/CMH ACADEMY and completing 6 months 
probationary Period 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Decision Making/Judgment   
Recognizes problems and responds, systematically gathers information, sorts through complex issues, seeks input from 
others, addresses root cause of issues, makes timely decisions, can make difficult decisions, uses consensus when possible, 
communicates decisions to others. 
 

 
 
 

Job Knowledge   
Understands duties and responsibilities, has necessary job knowledge, has necessary technical skills, understands company 
mission/values, keeps job knowledge current, is in command of critical issues. 
 
 
Computer Skills exceedingly adept at using and integrating the company's operating systems and applications 
into her day-to-day work.  Has knowledge of general PC, network, and operating systems is unsurpassed.  Has 
mastered a variety of applications that enable him/her to produce excellent work.  Knows where to find 
information within the company's databases.   

 
 

Self Development  -CFS 
Seeks out and accepts feedback, is a proactive learner, takes on tough assignments to improve skills, keeps knowledge and 
skills up-to-date, turns mistakes into learning opportunities. 
 

 
 
 

Problem Solving/Analysis   
Breaks down problems into smaller components, understands underlying issues, can simplify and process complex issues, 
understands the difference between critical details and unimportant facts. 
 
Planning Is a thorough and diligent planner.  Takes all important details into account and involves project 
participants to make sure all needs and potential problems are out on the table.  Plans contain a level of detail 
and thought that almost guarantee project success.   

 
 

Teamwork   
Meets all team deadlines and responsibilities, listens to others and values opinions, helps team leader to meet goals, 
welcomes newcomers and promotes a team atmosphere. 
 

 
 
 
Sales Skills [Social Marketing] -CMH 
Develops new business, identifies and sells to customer needs, translates product features to benefits, has good 
listening skills, is sensitive to customers, delivers effective presentations, negotiates well, uses closing skills 
appropriately, develops sales skills. 
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Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children (ICPC) 
 
 

DHW Competencies Applicable: 
 Decision Making/Judgment 
 Job/Program Knowledge 
 Quality 
 
Learning Objectives: 
1. Social worker/clinician will gain understanding of the Compact within the 

context of the public child welfare system. 
 
2. Social worker/clinician will be able to identify the benefits the Compact 

provides for both the sending and receiving state. 
 
3. Social worker/clinician will be able to identify the roles and responsibilities 

under the Compact for both the sending and receiving state. 
  
4. Social worker/clinician will understand how to initiate an interstate placement 

referral using the Compact. 
 
5. Social worker/clinician will understand how access key ICPC articles and 

regulations. 
 
6. Social worker/clinician will be able to identify process and flow. 
 
 
 
Activities to Demonstrate Competency 
 

 Review a file containing ICPC documentation 
 
 Assist a co worker in preparing a referral through the Interstate 

compact 
 
 Participate in a home visit, or collateral call regarding children in Idaho 

on Interstate Compact  
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Interstate Compact Participant Agenda 
          
 
Half Day Session       Time in Minutes 
 
Meet and Greet/Ice Breaker 10 
 
Overview of Learning Objectives & Agenda  5  
 
Looking at the Compact Itself                                                                           20 
 
Background and Goals: Slides 1-8 10 
 
Activity: Case Scenarios 15   
   
Break   10 
 
ICPC Procedure: Slides 9-17 40 
 
Activity: Looking at the 100A 15 
 
Break   10 
 
Time Frames, Paperwork, and Special Cases 60 
Slides 18-27 
 
Closing- Participant Evaluation 15 
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Interstate Compact 
on the Placement of Children (ICPC)

About The ICPC

The ICPC is a 
binding agreement 
to safeguard 
children who must 
be placed across 
state lines.
Enacted by all 50 
states, the District of 
Columbia and Virgin 
Islands 

The compact itself is 
made up of 10 
Articles, and 10 
Regulations
The Association of 
Administrators of the 
ICPC promulgates 
regulations.
Idaho Code 16-2101

ICPC and ASFA’s 
Child Welfare Goals

Safety Permanency Well-being

ICPC
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Safety

Providing the 
sending state with 
home studies and 
evaluation of the 
proposed placement.

Allows the receiving 
state to ensure 
placement is not 
contrary to best 
interests of child and 
that its applicable 
laws and policies 
have been followed.

Permanency and Well-being

Guarantees the child 
legal and financial 
protection by fixing 
those responsibilities 
with the sending 
state.

Ensures that 
sending state does 
not lose jurisdiction 
over the child.
Provides the 
sending agency 
opportunity to obtain 
supervision and 
reports.

The Compact Pertains To:

All children in the custody of the State 
who are being placed across state lines

Children being placed for adoption 
across state lines.

6



Types of Placements Covered

Placements into Foster care, including:
foster homes
group homes
residential treatment

Pre-adoptive placements
Placements with Parents and Relatives 
(when the child is in state’s custody) 

TIME FOR AN ACTIVITY!

Get The Ball Rolling:
How to start the ICPC Process

Locate and copy the 
documentation needed for 
the referral packet.
Mail or scan and email 
your packet to Idaho’s 
Interstate Compact Admin.
The Admin. will review 
your packet and let you 
know if something is 
missing.

The Admin will then 
process your request and 
send it to the Admin. in the 
Receiving State.
The Admin. in the 
Receiving State will review 
the packet and process it. If 
additional information is 
need the Admin. in the 
Receiving State will let 
Idaho’s Admin know and 
you will be contacted. 
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Basic ICPC Procedure 
Continued

The Receiving State’s 
Local Agency completes 
the home study, advises 
whether the placement 
appears in best interests 
of the child and returns 
home study and 
recommendation to the 
Receiving State’s 
Compact Administrator.

The Receiving State 
Compact Administrator 
makes the determination 
and sends notice to the 
Sending State’s 
Compact Administrator 
who, in turn, sends to 
their Local Agency.

Contents of a Referral Packet
100 A – Original + 4 copies

Three separate packets containing:
Cover Letter
Court Order signed by the Judge showing that the State has 
custody of the child
Financial/Medical Plan

with IV-E/Title XIX Eligibility Form
Case Plan
Social History on Child

**Note:  if emailing the packet, only one copy of each

Contents of a Referral Packet, cont.

Again, three copies:
Original/Copy of Birth Certificate
Copy of Social Security Card 
Copy of Immunization Record, if possible 
Copy of Psychological Reports, if applicable
School Report & IEP’s, if applicable
Medical Reports for special needs children
ICWA statement, and documentation if applicable

**Note:  if emailing the packet, only one copy of each
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What to include in a Cover Letter

Brief overview of case history
The reason why the out of state placement is being 
pursued
Statement regarding who has the legal custody of 
the child, and ultimate financial responsibility
Statement about whether or not the child is Indian
Explanation for how financial/medical costs will be 
covered in the placement
Name and Address of the possible resource
Your name and contact information

What to Do With the Referral 
Packet?

Set the 100A aside and make 2 copies of the 
rest of the packet for a total of 3 packets.
Make 4 copies of the 100A for a total of 5 
copies and place them on the top of the 
packets.

OR:
•Scan and email the packet to 

idahoicpc@dhw.idaho.gov

What to Do with the Packet, cont.

Mail all 3 packets and the 5 100A’s to:

Erika Wainaina, ICPC Administrator
450 W. State Street, 5th Floor

Boise, ID 83720

*If emailing the packet, no hard copies are necessary
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Remember FOCUS !

Enter a Service Request in FOCUS 
requesting the ICPC Home Study

Help for this is in you booklet under 
Regional Responsibilities 

TIME FOR AN ACTIVITY

Other Paper Work

After obtaining approval for placement, if you 
place the child in the other State, then a 100B 
must be sent to verify placement date and open 
services - send 3 copies to Idaho ICPC
Progress Reports (quarterly) - send 3 copies to 
ICPC
Completed Home Studies - send 3 copies to ICPC 
and enter the results in FOCUS

*If emailing documents, no hard copies are necessary
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Time Frames

Under the new “Safe and Timely Interstate 
Placement of Foster Children Act” all States 
are required to have Home Studies 
completed and back to the sending state’s 
ICPC within 60 calendar days. Failure to do 
so could result in penalties for the state. 
Permission to place is still valid for six 
months.

Special Cases - Regulation 1

Applies when a child is placed with a Resource 
Family, and the family is moving to another state. 
The Family can bring the child with them to the 
new state, under a Regulation 1 ICPC request. 
The family must have a home study in the new 
state, and obtain approval to keep the child. This 
needs to be processed as quickly as possible.
In the meantime, the receiving state will honor the 
home study from the sending state.

Special Cases - Regulation 7

Can be requested when the proposed 
placement is a relative
AND the child is under two years, OR is in 
an emergency shelter, OR the court finds 
the child has spent substantial amount of 
time in the proposed placement’s home

11



Regulation 7, continued

Court Order must have specific wording 
finding both of the requirements listed 
above.
Home Study must be completed and back to 
the sending state within 20 business days.  
To expedite, send via Overnight FedEx or 
submit by email. 

Regulation 7
Has additional requirements

Court Order- with specific language
Forms ICPC 101 and 
ICPC 102 (optional)
Needs to be sent overnight mail

Regulation 9
Definition of a Visit

It is a visit if:
It does not extend beyond 30 days or 
during school break
It is a social experience of short duration.
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Regulation 9
Definition of a Visit Continued

It is not a visit if:

It is longer than 30 days or the school break
It is a short visit with hope or intention to place
Circumstances make the duration of stay unclear
The stay does not have a terminal date

ICPC Violations

Sending child without obtaining permission 
from the Receiving State (even if placement 
is given legal Guardianship).
Failure to Retain Jurisdiction until child is

adopted
turns 18
discharged with the concurrence of 
receiving state ICPC Administrator

*Finally……   
if you have any 
questions call:
Erika Wainaina
(208) 334-5652

Regional ICPC Contacts

Region I Robin Happeny
Region II Mandy Maxcer
Region III Shamona Spreadbury
Region IV Sheila Knezevich
Region V Lynn Baird
Region VI Shawna Miller
Region VII Mark Schultz
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Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children Standard 
04/30/2007 
Page 8 of 12 

for Relatives and Non-Relatives Standard, an ICPC assessment requires the 
Standard IDHW Criminal History Background Check for all adults (eighteen [18] 
years or older) living in the home;   

• Use of contracts with private agencies to conduct home studies when doing so is 
necessary to meet the time frames; and/or  

• Conduct, complete and return to the other state a preliminary report.  This report 
need not include a recommendation for placement but must address “the extent to 
which placement in the home would meet the needs of the child”.  The 
preliminary report must also include the condition(s) which must be met in order 
to provide a recommendation of placement approval.  Examples of conditions to 
placement may include, but are not limited to:  

o Satisfactory completion of criminal history checks; or  
o Receipt of favorable medical reports or personal references.  

 
If the preliminary home study is submitted then an addendum to the report must 
also be submitted once the study is fully complete. The addendum should also 
include a recommendation for or against placement if one was not provided in the 
preliminary report. Once a recommendation for placement is made the 
authorization remains valid for a six (6) month period. 

 
As an incentive to complete timely foster and adoptive interstate home studies, P.L. 109-
239 allows the US Department of Health and Human Services to award to a state an 
incentive payment of up to $1500.00 for each interstate foster or adoptive home study 
completed, whether the placement is approved or denied, within thirty (30) calendar days 
of the request.  This incentive program is available up to October 1, 2010 and applies to 
home studies completed for both IV-E or non-IV-E eligible children.  It is important to 
note, that although the incentive program is allowed, the federal incentive funding for 
home studies completed within thirty (30) calendar days has not yet been appropriated.  
However, foster and adoptive home studies completed after the sixty (60) or seventy-five 
(75) (if applicable) calendar days could lead to a Program Improvement Plan and/or 
financial penalty through the Department of Health and Human Services. 
 
P.L. 109-239 provides the sending state with fourteen (14) calendar days to accept or 
reject the home study received from another state.  Upon receipt of a requested home 
study the social worker, who requested the study, will, within fourteen (14) calendar 
days: 

• Accept the home study, or  
• Notify the Idaho ICPC Compact Administrator if the social worker determines 

that reliance on the report would be contrary to the child’s welfare.   
 
P.L. 109-239 does not obligate the social worker who made the home study request to 
make the placement decision within fourteen (14) calendar days.  Child placement 
decisions, including whether or when to place a child out-of-state are always state agency 
decisions. 
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CHILD PLACEMENT 
 
Placement of a child may be made once the Compact Administrator in the receiving state 
notifies the Compact Administrator in the sending state, in writing, that the proposed 
placement does not appear to be contrary to the interests of the child. Placement 
authorization is valid for six (6) months. If placement does not occur within six (6) 
months of the receiving state’s placement authorization, a new “written notice”/request 
must be made. 
 
Once placement is made, the sending agency notifies the receiving state of the placement 
by using the ICPC – 100B, “Interstate Compact Report: Child Placement Status” Form. 
Submission of the ICPC – 100B opens the case for supervision in the receiving state. 
 
In cases where a placement initially intrastate in nature becomes an interstate placement 
subject to the ICPC (Refer to Regulation 1 definition), within thirty (30) days of being 
notified by the sending state, or by the placement resource, that the child has arrived in 
the receiving state, the supervising social worker in the receiving state shall make initial 
contact with the placement resource to begin supervision of the placement.  If it is 
subsequently determined that the placement in the receiving state appears to be contrary 
to the interests of the child, the continued placement will be denied and the sending 
agency, who remains financially and legally responsible for the child, shall arrange to 
return the child or make an alternative placement. 
 
According to Idaho’s Resource Family Licensing for Relatives and Non-Relatives 
Standard, Idaho’s standard of practice when Idaho is the sending state, is to require full 
licensure of relative caregivers when children are placed, either intrastate or interstate, 
with relative caregivers. There are interstate situations, however, where the initial 
“notice”/request to the receiving state may be for a relative home study only, rather than 
for full licensure. Those situations may include: 

• A court order Regulation 7 Priority Placement; and 
• When delaying a child’s placement would be harmful to the child’s well being. 

 
If the initial study requested is a relative home study, a criminal history process must be a 
part of this study before placement may occur.   
 
Following the completion of the relative home study, placement authorization as a 
relative placement, and the initial interstate placement of the child with the unlicensed 
relative, a subsequent ICPC “written notice” requesting full licensure and placement 
authorization as a relative foster care placement must be submitted by the child’s social 
worker.  
 
No foster care costs can be made using Title IV-E or IV-B funds when a child is placed 
with unlicensed relative caregivers. Once the relative caregiver is subsequently fully 
licensed, a copy of the out-of-state license must be submitted to the Resource 
Development Unit (RDU) for a re-determination of the child’s IV-E eligibility.    In those 
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cases where the receiving state provides “certification” for relative caregivers as an 
alternative to licensure, written verification from the receiving state indicating there 
“certification” meets IV-E eligibility criteria for reimbursement, must be obtained and 
submitted to the RDU.   IV-E may only be used if RDU has received a copy of the 
family’s current license for foster care or written verification from the receiving state 
that indicates the family’s “certification” meets IV-E Eligibility criteria in their state. 
 
In general, when making a foster care payment to a caregiver in another state, Idaho’s 
rates are paid.   Another state’s rates may be paid only with prior approval given by the 
Regional Program Manager. Reasons for any exception must be documented in FOCUS. 
 
It is important to emphasize that in situations where a child is placed by Idaho with an 
adoptive family in another state, it is Idaho that would look to its own established foster 
care rate structure to determine the dollar amount available for adoption assistance.  
Special allowances made on behalf of an individual child, while placed as a foster care 
placement, that are over and above Idaho’s foster care payment rates, cannot be included 
in the amount negotiated in the adoption assistance agreement once the placement 
becomes an adoptive placement since the adoption assistance payment cannot exceed 
Idaho’s published foster care maintenance payment rate for the child.  Thus, if a special 
allowance is made to pay the receiving state’s foster care rate for a placement that is 
intended to become an adoptive placement, the placement resource should be made 
aware, at the time the special allowance is made, that the special allowance, may not be 
used as part of the adoption assistance negotiation. 
 
A child’s interstate “visit” is not subject to the ICPC. A “visit” is distinguished from a 
“placement” as follows: 

• Purpose. The purpose of a visit is to provide the child with a social or cultural 
experience of short duration.  

• Duration. A visit may not be extended to exceed thirty (30) days or the school 
vacation period. A visit must have a planned ending date within thirty (30) days 
or within the school vacation period.  

• Intent. If an ICPC request for placement of the child is pending with the receiving 
state, the intent of the child’s stay in that receiving state will be presumed to be a 
“placement”, made in violation, rather than a “visit”.  

 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SENDING AND RECEIVING AGENCY  
 
The sending agency is responsible for the ongoing support and services of a child placed 
in another state.  The receiving state is responsible for the cost of the assessment and 
home study of a proposed placement and ongoing supervision of a child placed by the 
other state’s public agency.   However, the sending state may choose to enter into 
agreements with licensed agencies or persons in the receiving state to conduct 
assessments and provide supervision.   
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The receiving state may charge for assessments and supervision provided for placements 
prior to an adoption made by a private child placing agency or, as in almost all cases, 
refers these requests to a licensed private agency for completion. 
 
Frequency of Contact with Children Placed through the ICPC 
 
According to the Safe and Timely Interstate Placement of Foster Children Act, children 
who are in out-of-state placements through interstate compact shall be visited face-to-
face no less frequently than every six (6) months, by a representative of the state in which 
the child is placed, or by a private agency contracted by either the receiving or sending 
state. When sending a child to another state, Idaho will request the state in which the 
child is to be placed to see the child on a monthly basis. If the policy of the state in which 
the child is placed does not require or allow for a minimum of monthly face-to-face 
contact, the responsible party in Idaho shall contact the child and the child’s caregiver 
each month, by telephone, to confirm the child’s safety and well-being. Likewise, social 
workers in Idaho will see children assigned to them, placed in Idaho from another state, 
monthly as defined in the standard related to contact between social workers, the child, 
and alternate care providers.  
 
Closure of ICPC Cases 
 
The ICPC requires that the receiving state provide supervision of the placement until the 
sending state no longer has jurisdiction or custody of the child and requests closure. The 
level of jurisdiction or custody that must be maintained is defined as “sufficient to 
include the power to effect or cause the return or transfer of the child and financial 
responsibility for support and maintenance.” This jurisdiction or custody must be retained 
by the sending state until:  
 

• The child is adopted,  
• The child reaches the age of majority, or  
• The child’s custody is vacated by a court with the concurrence of the receiving 

state’s supervising agency and ICPC Compact Administrator. This requires a 
written statement of concurrence from the receiving state.  

 
The child’s social worker should not recommend vacating custody without obtaining 
written concurrence from the receiving state first. Failure to do so is considered a 
violation of the compact. 
 
Any variance to this Standard will be documented and approved by Division 
Administration, unless otherwise noted. 
 
REFERENCES 
Resource Family Licensing for Relatives and Non-Relatives Standard. 
Implementation Considerations for the Safe and Timely Interstate Placement of Foster 
Children Act of 2006 (P.L. 109-239), American Public Human Services Association. 
Guide to the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children, 2002. 
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STEP-BY-STEP FOCUS INSTRUCTIONS 

Outgoing ICPC 

 
 

REGIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES: 

 

When the decision is made to pursue an Out of State placement, the ICPC 100A form and 

supporting documents are completed and submitted to Central Office (ICPC Administrator). 

 

At the same time, the Home Study service request is entered in FOCUS as follows: 

 Create Person profiles for the adults living out-of-state (those you will be requesting a 

Home Study on). 

 Complete a Family Profile for these adults, identifying the HoH and any persons living in 

the household.  At a minimum, include HoH and spouse, if applicable. 

 

From the CHP Presenting Issue or Plan (Task): 

 Click on the Service icon (♥ on right hand side of screen) 

 Click on Add (on the Services for screen) 

 Complete the Service Request Add screen as follows: 

- Staff 

- Interstate Compact 

- Home Study (automatically populates) 

- ICPC Home Study (automatically populates) 

- Recipient.  Select the child’s name (remember to record a new service 

request for each child) 

 SAVE 

 Click on Service Task (below Rainbow Bar) 

 Complete the ICPC Home Study Request screen 

- Chance the Request Type to “Outgoing” 

- Requested Staff will be Erika Wainaina (Staff ID #928) 

- Start Date – the date you submit the 100A 

- Select the appropriate Home Study Type 

- Select the appropriate Referred to State 

- Family is the family that you are requesting the Home Study on 

 Approval is required.  Send the approval request to your supervisor, who will approve 

and then forward to Erika Wainaina 

 

 

CENTRAL OFFICE RESPONSIBILITIES: 

 

ICPC Administrator receives an Alert to do the service request approval.  This is her “heads up” 

that you are sending in the 100A.  When she receives the 100A, she forwards it on to the ICPS 

Administrator of the Requested State.  When she receives the Home Study results back from the 

Requested State, she goes to the Home Study Service Request in FOCUS to record these results 

and then either approves or denies the request, as appropriate.  When this is completed in 

FOCUS, you will receive the alert “ICPC Home Study Completed”. 
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RECORDING THE ICPC PLACEMENT: 

 Note:  If the placement is going to occur, the Out of State Family will need to be 

recorded in FOCUS as a Resource (foster family or adoptive family).  Submit Foster 

Care License to licensing staff. 

 

Once the ICPC Home Study Service Request(s) is approved and the Out-of-State Placement(s) 

occurs, Regional staff records the placement(s), as follows: 

 

 Note:  Be sure to close the existing placement as a “Placement Change” 

 

From PERSON profile/Participation: 

- Highlight the ICPC Home Study Service Request (ICP HOM HOM) 

- Click on Go To 

- Click on Service Task (below the rainbow bar) 

- Click on Placement (below the rainbow bar) 

o The first two fields will automatically populate with 

Resource and Alternate Care 

o Click in Service Type and make the appropriate selection 

o “Placement” will automatically populate the next field 

- SAVE 

- Click on Service Task 

- Click on Resource and Search/Select the appropriate resource (the Out-of-

State family where the child(ren) is placed.  Note:  Out-of-State and ICPC-

Outgoing check boxes are automatically checked 

- Enter the total amount of the monthly payment (add the monthly foster care 

rate, clothing allowance (if applicable), any level 3 rates, etc.  It all gets 

recorded in one lump sum. 

- Click on SAVE 

- Send for Approval 

 

Once approved (there is an Alert), go to the ICPC Home Study Request Screen to record the date 

of the 100B and the frequency of Progress Reports required from the receiving State (usually 

quarterly). 

 

- Click on ICPC Report, enter the 100B date and select the Report Frequency 

(monthly, quarterly, etc.) 

 

There is also a Review button on this screen where the dates of the reports from the other State 

are recorded, when received. 

 

 

 

 

 

53



54



55



 

 
 
 

INTERSTATE COMPACT FINANCIAL/MEDICAL PLAN 
          

         Date:      
 

              
Child’s Name     Child’s DOB   Child’s SSN 
  
Placement Resource Name:           
   Social Worker’s Name (Print) 
Placement Address:          
              
        Social Worker’s Signature 
  
 

THIS CHILD IS CURRENTLY SSI/SSA ELIGIBLE & NOT IV-E ELIGIBLE 
 
AND:  

 THE CHILD IS TO BE PLACED WITH THE PARENT: 
 Financial Plan:  

 The parent is expected to support child. Parent needs to apply at appropriate agency to become 
child’s payee in the receiving state. 

 Medical Plan:  
 The parent is expected to provide medical coverage for the child. 
 The parent is expected to apply for medical coverage for the child if they are unable to support the 

child. 
OR 

 THE CHILD IS TO BE IN EITHER A RELATIVE OR  NON-RELATIVE LICENSED CARE: 
 Financial Plan:  

 The placement is eligible to receive foster care payment from Idaho. (Home must be licensed or 
home must meet licensing requirements in receiving state.)  

*Idaho will remain payee of SSI and Foster Care payments.  
 Medical Plan:  

 The placement is eligible under SSI to receive Title XIX medical coverage. The resource is 
expected to apply.  

OR  
 THE CHILD IS TO BE PLACED IN UNLICENSED RELATIVE SUBSTITUTE CARE:  

 Financial Plan:  
 The relative placement is financially able and willing to support the child. 
 Planning to apply for a relative caretaker grant for the child in the receiving state. 

*Idaho will remain payee of SSI and Foster Care payments.  
 Medical Plan: 

 The relative in the receiving state is able and willing to provide medical coverage for this child. 
 Medical coverage provided through TANF caretaker grant.  (Resource needs to apply.) 

OR  
 THE CHILD IS TO BE IN AN ADOPTIVE PLACEMENT: 

 Financial Plan: 
 The placement is eligible to receive foster care payments from Idaho. (Home must be licensed or 

home must meet licensing requirements in receiving state.)  
 The placement is eligible to receive adoption subsidy payment from Idaho for this child. 

 *Idaho will remain payee of child’s means until adoption is finalized.  
 Medical Plan: 

 The placement is eligible under SSI to receive a Title XIX medical card. The Idaho worker shall 
initiate the ICAMA referral to apply for Title XIX medical coverage.  

 The adoptive family is planning to apply for the child’s medical coverage. 
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INTERSTATE COMPACT FINANCIAL/MEDICAL PLAN 
          

         Date:      
 

              
Child’s Name     Child’s DOB   Child’s SSN 
  
Placement Resource Name:           
   Social Worker’s Name (Print) 
Placement Address:          
              
        Social Worker’s Signature 
 

THIS CHILD IS CURRENTLY TITLE IV-E ELIGIBLE 
 
AND:  

 THE CHILD IS TO BE PLACED WITH THE PARENT: 
 Financial Plan:    

 The parent is expected to support this child. 
 The parent is expected to apply for welfare assistance in the receiving state if they are unable to 

support the child. 
Medical Plan: 

 The parent is expected to provide medical coverage for this child 
 The parent is expected to apply for medical coverage for the child in the receiving state. 

OR 
 THE CHILD TO BE PLACED IN A RELATIVE OR NON-RELATIVE LICENSED SUBSTIUTE 

CARE: 
 Financial Plan:   

 Entitled to receive foster care payment from Idaho. (Home must be licensed or home must meet 
licensing requirements in receiving state.) 

 Medical Plan:  
 The child is eligible under COBRA to receive a medical card in the receiving state. (Resource may 

need to apply.) 
OR  

 THE CHILD IS TO BE PLACED IN UNLICENSED RELATIVE SUBSTITUTE CARE:  
 Financial Plan:  

 The relative placement is financially able and willing to support the child. 
 Planning to apply for a relative caretaker grant for the child in the receiving state. 

 Medical Plan: 
 The relative in the receiving state is able and willing to provide medical coverage for this child. 
 Medical coverage provided through TANF caretaker grant.  (Resource needs to apply.) 

OR 
 THE CHILD IS TO BE PLACED IN ADOPTIVE PLACEMENT: 

 Financial Plan:  
 Entitled to receive foster care payment from Idaho. (Home must be licensed or home must meet 

licensing requirements in receiving state.) 
 Eligible to receive adoption subsidy payments from Idaho. 

 Medical Plan: 
 The child is eligible under the COBRA/ ICAMA to receive a medical card in the receiving state. 

(Resource may need to apply.)  
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INTERSTATE COMPACT FINANCIAL/MEDICAL PLAN 
          

         Date:      
 

              
Child’s Name     Child’s DOB   Child’s SSN 
  
Placement Resource Name:           
   Social Worker’s Name (Print) 
Placement Address:          
              
        Social Worker’s Signature 
 

THE CHILD IS INELIGIBLE FOR IV-E AND SSI 
 

AND:  
 THE CHILD IS TO BE PLACED WITH THE PARENT: 

 Financial Plan:  
 Parent is expected to support this child. 
 Parent is expected to apply for welfare assistance in the receiving state if they are unable to 

support the child. 
Medical Plan:  

 The parent is expected to provide medical coverage for this child. 
 The parent is expected to apply for medical coverage for the child. 

OR 
 THE CHILD IS TO BE PLACED IN RELATIVE OR NON-RELATIVE LICENSED CARE: 

 Financial Plan:  
 The placement is eligible to receive foster care payment from Idaho. (Home must be licensed or 

home must meet licensing requirements in receiving state.)  
 Medical Plan:  

 The resource will apply for a medical card in the receiving state. 
OR 

 THE CHILD IS TO BE PLACED IN RELATIVE UNLICENSED CARE: 
Financial Plan:  

 The relative placement is financially able and willing to support the child. 
 The relative placement will apply for a relative caretaker grant for the child in the receiving state. 

Medical Plan: 
 The relative in the receiving state is able and willing to provide medical coverage for this child. 
 Medical coverage provided through TANF caretaker grant.  (Resource needs to apply.) 

OR 
 THE CHILD IS TO BE PLACED IN AN ADOPTIVE PLACEMENT: 

 Financial Plan: 
 Resource is eligible to receive foster care payments from Idaho until adoption assistance is 

opened. (Home must be licensed meet licensing requirements in receiving state.)  
 A relative planning to apply for a relative caretaker grant for the child in the receiving state. 
 Placement is eligible to receive adoption subsidy payments from Idaho for this child. 

 Medical Plan: 
 The child may be eligible for medical coverage through ICAMA.  
 The relative in the receiving state is able and willing to provide medical coverage. 
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        Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children In-Service Training 
        ICPC 101 

 
SENDING STATE PRIORITY HOME STUDY REQUEST   

(ICPC Regulation #7 Request Only)  
 
 

                                                                                                                                          
To Be Submitted By Social Worker with other Required ICPC Materials (See CFOP 175-55)                                                         
Name of Child To Be Placed 
 

      
Age 
 
      

Mother’s Name 
 
      

Ethnic 
Group 

      

Date of  
Birth 

      

Father’s Name

      

PROPOSED CARETAKER 
Name 

      

Marital Status 
S   M   D   W   SEP  

Living With (Name) 

      
Address 

      

City, State, Zip Code 

     ,      ,       
Home Telephone Number 

(     )     -      

Work Telephone Number

(     )     -      
Social Security Number 

     -     -      
Relationship to Child Identified 
Above 

      

Best Time Of Day to Contact Caretaker and Telephone Number, if different 

      

Employer (if applicable) and Address 

      

Telephone 
Number 

      
Alternate Contact Name and Relationship to Child 

      
Alternate Contact Address 

      

Telephone 
Number 

      
ASSESSMENT OF CHILD 
Case Plan Attached?  YES NO 
Financial/Medical Plan Attached YES NO 
Special Needs 

      
 
 
Handicaps – Mental/Physical 

      
 
 
Service Needs/Treatment Requirements 

      
 
 
School Information 

      
 
 
Other Required Pertinent Information Regarding Child and Family will Follow?   YES  NO 
 
Worker’s Name (Please Print) 

      

Supervisor’s Name (Please Print)

      
Unit’s Phone Number  

(     )     -      

Unit’s Fax Number 

(     )     -      
Worker’s Signature 

      

Date 

      
Supervisor’s Signature 

      

Date 

      

ASSOCIATION OF 
ADMINSTRATORS OF THE  
INSTERSTATE COMPACT ON 
THE PLACEMENT OF 
CHILDREN 
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ASSOCIATION OF ADMINISTRATORS OF THE INTERSTATE 
COMPACT ON THE PLACEMENT OF CHILDREN 

ICPC-102 

RECEIVING STATE’S 
PRIORITY HOME STUDY 

(Each section must be completed) 
 

Name of Child to be placed                     Age              Sending State       

Ethnic Group                            DOB       

Dates of telephone contact                                          Dates of Home Visits        

                                                                   

                                                                                        

PROPOSED CARETAKER/SPOUSE 
Name:       S.S. #:       

Address                                                                                         Tel. #s (Home)       

         (Work)       

Marital Status: M     S   Sep.   D  W  Living With:       
   (Mark one) 
 
Caretaker/Spouse:       

Employer’s Name & Address:        

Telephone:        

YOU MUST SUBMIT INCOME VERIFICATION. 
Income: $       yearly       monthly       bi-weekly      weekly 

     
Head of Household:       
     (Name on rent receipts, utility bills, etc.) 
 

Reason for wanting to care for children:       

 

 

 

 

 

 
 1 If there is more than one child to be placed with the proposed caretaker, list the name  
 of the child (ren) and all requested information on a separate page and attach to this form. 
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Willingness (ability) to care for child without financial help:       

Willingness to accept/apply for AFDC? Yes               No   

Requests Foster Care benefits?  Yes               No   

Willingness to undergo licensure?  Yes               No   

 

SPECIAL NEEDS 
Ability of caretaker, community, schools to meet child/ ren's special needs:       

 

OTHER ADULTS IN HOUSEHOLD (List separately/Use additional sheet to list household members if needed) 

Members in Household: 

Name      relationship  length of relationship 

                                                                                 
            

                                                                                                                                           
              

                                                                              

 

Attitude towards placement:       

OTHER CHILDREN IN HOUSEHOLD (List separately) 
Name     age relationship  length of relationship 

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

 

 

Attitude towards placement:       

School progress/problems:        
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Previous contacts with Public/Social Service Agencies: 
Do you understand the situation that caused this request?       

Ability to protect child from offender:       

Willingness to provide care  (Time-limited?):       

(Open-ended?):       

Appropriateness of childcare plans:       

Forms of discipline:       

CLEARANCES (in accordance with receiving state law) 

Law Enforcement/child abuse and neglect clearances for all household members who have reached the age of majority. 

Police:       

Child Abuse and neglect:       

Family known to Public/Social Services Agencies (if yes, please explain):       

HEALTH 
Proposed caretaker and other family members state that they are in basic, good health & free of communicable diseases: 

Yes   No  

If no explain       

HOME and COMMUNITY 
Adequacy of space: 

      

Will the child have his/her own bed?  Yes    No    Closet Space? Yes   No  

Will the child share a bedroom?    Yes    No   (If yes, list names below) 

With whom?       

Housekeeping Standards:       

Viewed potential hazards, safety problems (please specify):       

Appropriateness of neighborhood:       

Proximity to schools, medical services, etc.:        

 

AREA OF CONCERN 

Did you visualize or anticipate any potential problem areas with this case (explain)? 
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CASE PLAN FROM SENDING STATE 
Is the submitted case plan suitable/adequate for this proposed placement?  Yes      No  
(if no, explain below) 
      

Do you have any recommended changes in the case plan or goal?       

Are there any restrictions, limitations you would place on the proposed family, the court, the placing 
agency? 

      

 

Financial\Medical Plan from Sending State: is it adequate for this child?  yes  no  
(if no, explain below) 
      

STUDY NARRATIVE 

Discuss any areas, which cannot be addressed by this abbreviated study.  Please expand or expound on 
any area, which needs clarification. 
              

Workers Recommendations: For Placement  Against Placement  
(explain below) 
          
      

Comments (if appropriate):                
   

Please list conditions, if any, for placement to occur:         

Name of Worker:                                                   Name of Supervisor:       

Title:                                                                    Title:       

Signature:                                                              Signature:       

Date:                                                         Date:        

Tel.#                                                                    Tel. #         
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REFERENCES 

Name:       

Street Address:       

City, State, Zip:      ,      ,       

Telephone: (home)                                          (work)       

Made Contact   on date                               Positive   Negative   

Explain 

      

 

 

REFERENCES 

Name:       

Street Address:       

City, State, Zip:      ,      ,       

Telephone: (home)                                          (work)       

Made Contact   on date                               Positive   Negative   

Explain 

      

 

REFERENCES 

Name:       

Street Address:       

City, State, Zip:      ,      ,       

Telephone: (home)                                          (work)       

Made Contact   on date                               Positive   Negative   

Explain 
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ACF  
Administration 

for Children 
and Families 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
Administration for Children, Youth and Families 

1. Log No.: ACYF-CB-IM-06-
03  

2. Issuance Date: August 11, 
2006 

3. Originating Office: Children's Bureau 

4. Key Words: Interstate Placements; Foster Care; Home Studies 

  

INFORMATION MEMORANDUM  

To: State, Tribal and Territorial Agencies Administering or Supervising the 
Administration of Title IV-B and Title IV-E of the Social Security Act, Indian 
Tribes and Indian Tribal Organizations. 

Subject: New Legislation - The Safe and Timely Interstate Placement of 
Foster Children Act of 2006 (Public Law (P.L.) 109-239). 

References: Titles IV-B and IV-E of the Social Security Act; P.L. 109-239. 

Purpose: This is to inform State, Tribal and Territorial IV-B and IV-E 
Agencies of the enactment of the Safe and Timely Interstate Placement of 
Foster Children Act of 2006 and provide basic information about the 
provisions in the law.  

Information: The President signed the Safe and Timely Interstate 
Placement of Foster Children Act of 2006, P.L. 109-239 into law on July 3, 
2006. The law amends Titles IV-B and IV-E of the Social Security Act (the 
Act), encourages States to improve protections for children and holds them 
accountable for the safe and timely placement of children across State lines.  

Home Study Related Provisions 

Title IV-E Foster and Adoptive Home Study Requirements. The law adds two 
new Title IV-E State plan requirements at section 471(a)(25) and (26) to the 
Act.  

• Under section 471(a)(25), a State is required to have in effect a 
procedure for the orderly and timely interstate placement of 
children. Such procedures that are implemented consistent with an 
Interstate Compact and that meet the timely home study 
requirements that follow at section 471(a)(26) are considered to 
satisfy this provision.  

• Under section 471(a)(26), a State is required to complete and 
report on foster and adoptive home studies requested by another 
State within 60 days. An exception to the 60-day requirement is 
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provided (but only until 9/30/08) if the State's failure to complete 
the home study within 60 days is due to circumstances beyond the 
State's control (e.g., delays in receipt of Federal agency background 
checks). This exception gives the State 15 more days to complete 
and report on the home study. 

The State that requested the home study must accept the 
completed home study unless, within 14 days of receiving the 
report, the State determines that reliance on the report would be 
contrary to the child's welfare.  

The parts of the home study involving education and training of 
prospective foster and adoptive parents do not have to be 
completed within the same 60- (or 75-) day timeframe. Further, 
States are permitted to contract with a private agency to conduct 
the home study. 

Timely Foster and Adoptive Home Study Incentives under Title IV-E. The law 
adds a new section to the Act at section 473B, entitled "The Timely 
Interstate Home Study Incentive Payments." This is an incentive program to 
encourage States to complete timely interstate home studies. Key points 
include the following: 

• $10 million is authorized for each of fiscal years 2007-2010 for the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to award to a 
State an incentive payment of $1,500 for each interstate home 
study completed within 30 days of the request. Funding of the 
incentive program is subject to annual appropriations. If the overall 
amount appropriated is too small to cover all payments, payments 
will be prorated.  

• Incentives awarded to a State may be spent on any service allowed 
under Titles IV-B and IV-E.  

• To earn an incentive, a State must provide data to HHS on 
interstate home studies that include (1) the total number of 
interstate home studies requested by the State identified by State, 
(2) the total number of timely interstate home studies completed by 
the State identified by the requesting State, and (3) other 
information the HHS Secretary may require.  

• The incentive program is repealed as of October 1, 2010.  

Other Interstate Placement Considerations 
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Use of Cross Jurisdictional Resources. The law modifies the Title IV-B State 
plan requirement at section 422(b)(12) of the Act to require States to 
"make" effective use of cross jurisdictional resources (rather than the 
existing requirement to develop plans for such) and "eliminate legal barriers" 
to timely adoptions. 

Reasonable Efforts. The law modifies the existing Title IV-E State plan 
provisions related to reasonable efforts at section 471(a)(15) of the Act to 
specifically require a State to:  

• Consider interstate placements in permanency planning decisions 
when appropriate (section 471(a)(15)(C));  

• Consider in-State and out-of-State permanent placement options at 
permanency hearings (section 471(a)(15)(E)(i)); and  

• Identify appropriate in-State and out-of-State placements when 
using concurrent planning (section 471(a)(15)(F)).  

Permanency Hearings. The law requires a State to consider in-State and out-
of-State placement options in permanency hearings, and if a child is already 
in an out-of-State placement, the hearing must determine if the placement 
continues to be appropriate and in the child's best interests (section 
475(5)(C)). 

Caseworker Visits. The law increases the frequency of required caseworker 
visits from every 12 months to every 6 months for children in out-of-State 
foster care placements, and allows for a private agency under contract with 
either State to perform those visits (section 475(5)(A)(ii)). 

Court Improvement Provisions 

Court Improvement Amendments. The law amends section 438(a) and (b) of 
the Act to include specific requirements for the highest State court 
participating in the Court Improvement Program as follows: 

• Under section 438(a)(1)(E), the law requires State courts that 
receive the original court improvement grant to assess their 
effectiveness in expediting interstate placements, and that courts in 
different States cooperate in the sharing of information. Courts are 
also authorized to obtain information and testimony from agencies 
and parties in other States without requiring interstate travel by 
those parties. The law also permits the participation of parents, 
children and other necessary parties involved in interstate 
placement without requiring interstate travel. This applies only to 
the original court improvement grant at section 438(a)(1).  
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• Under section 438(b)(1), State courts must ensure that foster 
parents, pre-adoptive parents, and relative caregivers are notified of 
any proceedings held with respect to a child in foster care. This 
applies to any of the three court improvement grants under section 
438(a).  

Additional Provisions 

Title IV-B and IV-E Case Plan Amendments. The law modifies the existing 
definition of "case plan" in section 475(1) of the Act to: 

• Require the case plans to include the most recent information 
available regarding the health and education records of the child 
(rather than the existing requirement to include such information to 
the extent available) (section 475(1)(C)); and 

• Clarify that adoption and other permanency plan recruitment efforts 
include the use of State, regional and national adoption exchanges 
and electronic exchange systems to facilitate orderly and timely in-
State and interstate placements (section 475(1)(E)).  

Title IV-B and IV-E Case Review System Amendments. The law amends the 
definition for the "case review system" in section 475(5) of the Act in several 
areas and requires a State to: 

• Supply a copy of the child's health and education record to the 
foster parent or foster care provider at the time of placement and to 
provide it at no cost to the child at the time the child is emancipated 
from foster care (section 475(5)(D)); and 

• Provide foster caregivers the "right" to be heard in "any 
proceeding", in lieu of the existing requirement for an opportunity to 
be heard in any review or hearing (section 475(5)(G)).  

Report to Congress Requirement. Section 4(a)(2) of P.L. 109-239 requires 
HHS to report to Congress one year after enactment on: (1) how often 
States need the 15-day extension to complete home studies; (2) why the 
extension was needed; (3) if the extension led to a resolution of the problem 
that prevented the home study from being done in 60 days; and (4) the 
actions taken by States and Federal agencies to resolve the issues that led 
to a need for an extension. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 2006, unless State legislation is required to 
implement the new or amended title IV-B/IV-E State plan requirements, in 
which case a delay is permitted based on the State's next legislative session.  
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Inquiries To: Regional Administrators, ACF Regions I - X. 

 

           /s/ 

Joan E. Ohl 
Commissioner 
Administration on Children, Youth and Families 

  

Attachment: P.L. 109-239, Safe and Timely Interstate Placement of Foster 
Children Act of 2006. (PDF - 43 KB) 
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120 STAT. 508 PUBLIC LAW 109–239—JULY 3, 2006

Public Law 109–239
109th Congress

An Act
To improve protections for children and to hold States accountable for the safe

and timely placement of children across State lines, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Safe and Timely Interstate
Placement of Foster Children Act of 2006’’.
SEC. 2. SENSE OF THE CONGRESS.

It is the sense of the Congress that—
(1) the States should expeditiously ratify the revised Inter-

state Compact for the Placement of Children recently promul-
gated by the American Public Human Services Association;

(2) this Act and the revised Interstate Compact for the
Placement of Children should not apply to those seeking place-
ment in a licensed residential facility primarily to access clinical
mental heath services;

(3) the States should recognize and implement the dead-
lines for the completion and approval of home studies as pro-
vided in section 4 to move children more quickly into safe,
permanent homes; and

(4) Federal policy should encourage the safe and expedited
placement of children into safe, permanent homes across State
lines.

SEC. 3. ORDERLY AND TIMELY PROCESS FOR INTERSTATE PLACEMENT
OF CHILDREN.

Section 471(a) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 671(a))
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (23);
(2) by striking the period at the end of paragraph (24)

and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and
(3) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(25) provide that the State shall have in effect procedures

for the orderly and timely interstate placement of children;
and procedures implemented in accordance with an interstate
compact, if incorporating with the procedures prescribed by
paragraph (26), shall be considered to satisfy the requirement
of this paragraph.’’.

SEC. 4. HOME STUDIES.

(a) ORDERLY PROCESS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 471(a) of the Social Security Act

(42 U.S.C. 671(a)) is further amended—

Procedures.

Safe and Timely
Interstate
Placement of
Foster Children
Act of 2006.
42 USC 1305
note.

July 3, 2006
[H.R. 5403]
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120 STAT. 509PUBLIC LAW 109–239—JULY 3, 2006

(A) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (24);
(B) by striking the period at the end of paragraph

(25) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and
(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(26) provides that—
‘‘(A)(i) within 60 days after the State receives from

another State a request to conduct a study of a home
environment for purposes of assessing the safety and suit-
ability of placing a child in the home, the State shall,
directly or by contract—

‘‘(I) conduct and complete the study; and
‘‘(II) return to the other State a report on the

results of the study, which shall address the extent
to which placement in the home would meet the needs
of the child; and
‘‘(ii) in the case of a home study begun on or before

September 30, 2008, if the State fails to comply with clause
(i) within the 60-day period as a result of circumstances
beyond the control of the State (such as a failure by a
Federal agency to provide the results of a background
check, or the failure by any entity to provide completed
medical forms, requested by the State at least 45 days
before the end of the 60-day period), the State shall have
75 days to comply with clause (i) if the State documents
the circumstances involved and certifies that completing
the home study is in the best interests of the child; except
that

‘‘(iii) this subparagraph shall not be construed to
require the State to have completed, within the applicable
period, the parts of the home study involving the education
and training of the prospective foster or adoptive parents;

‘‘(B) the State shall treat any report described in
subparagraph (A) that is received from another State or
an Indian tribe (or from a private agency under contract
with another State) as meeting any requirements imposed
by the State for the completion of a home study before
placing a child in the home, unless, within 14 days after
receipt of the report, the State determines, based on
grounds that are specific to the content of the report,
that making a decision in reliance on the report would
be contrary to the welfare of the child; and

‘‘(C) the State shall not impose any restriction on the
ability of a State agency administering, or supervising the
administration of, a State program operated under a State
plan approved under this part to contract with a private
agency for the conduct of a home study described in
subparagraph (A).’’.
(2) REPORT TO THE CONGRESS.—Within 12 months after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall submit to the Committee on Ways
and Means of the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Finance of the Senate a written report on—

(A) how frequently States need the extended 75-day
period provided for in clause (ii) of section 471(a)(26)(A)
of the Social Security Act in order to comply with clause
(i) of such section;

Reports.

Deadline.
Contracts.
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120 STAT. 510 PUBLIC LAW 109–239—JULY 3, 2006

(B) the reasons given for utilizing the extended compli-
ance period;

(C) the extent to which utilizing the extended compli-
ance period leads to the resolution of the circumstances
beyond the control of the State; and

(D) the actions taken by States and any relevant Fed-
eral agencies to resolve the need for the extended compli-
ance period.
(3) SENSE OF THE CONGRESS.—It is the sense of the Con-

gress that each State should—
(A) use private agencies to conduct home studies when

doing so is necessary to meet the requirements of section
471(a)(26) of the Social Security Act; and

(B) give full faith and credit to any home study report
completed by any other State or an Indian tribe with
respect to the placement of a child in foster care or for
adoption.

(b) TIMELY INTERSTATE HOME STUDY INCENTIVE PAYMENTS.—
Part E of title IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 670–679b)
is amended by inserting after section 473A the following:

‘‘SEC. 473B. TIMELY INTERSTATE HOME STUDY INCENTIVE PAYMENTS.

‘‘(a) GRANT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary shall make a grant
to each State that is a home study incentive-eligible State for
a fiscal year in an amount equal to the timely interstate home
study incentive payment payable to the State under this section
for the fiscal year, which shall be payable in the immediately
succeeding fiscal year.

‘‘(b) HOME STUDY INCENTIVE-ELIGIBLE STATE.—A State is a
home study incentive-eligible State for a fiscal year if—

‘‘(1) the State has a plan approved under this part for
the fiscal year;

‘‘(2) the State is in compliance with subsection (c) for the
fiscal year; and

‘‘(3) based on data submitted and verified pursuant to
subsection (c), the State has completed a timely interstate
home study during the fiscal year.
‘‘(c) DATA REQUIREMENTS.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A State is in compliance with this sub-
section for a fiscal year if the State has provided to the Sec-
retary a written report, covering the preceding fiscal year,
that specifies—

‘‘(A) the total number of interstate home studies
requested by the State with respect to children in foster
care under the responsibility of the State, and with respect
to each such study, the identity of the other State involved;

‘‘(B) the total number of timely interstate home studies
completed by the State with respect to children in foster
care under the responsibility of other States, and with
respect to each such study, the identity of the other State
involved; and

‘‘(C) such other information as the Secretary may
require in order to determine whether the State is a home
study incentive-eligible State.
‘‘(2) VERIFICATION OF DATA.—In determining the number

of timely interstate home studies to be attributed to a State
under this section, the Secretary shall check the data provided

42 USC 673c
note.
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by the State under paragraph (1) against complementary data
so provided by other States.
‘‘(d) TIMELY INTERSTATE HOME STUDY INCENTIVE PAYMENTS.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The timely interstate home study incen-
tive payment payable to a State for a fiscal year shall be
$1,500, multiplied by the number of timely interstate home
studies attributed to the State under this section during the
fiscal year, subject to paragraph (2).

‘‘(2) PRO RATA ADJUSTMENT IF INSUFFICIENT FUNDS AVAIL-
ABLE.—If the total amount of timely interstate home study
incentive payments otherwise payable under this section for
a fiscal year exceeds the total of the amounts made available
pursuant to subsection (h) for the fiscal year (reduced (but
not below zero) by the total of the amounts (if any) payable
under paragraph (3) of this subsection with respect to the
preceding fiscal year), the amount of each such otherwise pay-
able incentive payment shall be reduced by a percentage equal
to—

‘‘(A) the total of the amounts so made available (as
so reduced); divided by

‘‘(B) the total of such otherwise payable incentive pay-
ments.
‘‘(3) APPROPRIATIONS AVAILABLE FOR UNPAID INCENTIVE PAY-

MENTS FOR PRIOR FISCAL YEARS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If payments under this section are

reduced under paragraph (2) or subparagraph (B) of this
paragraph for a fiscal year, then, before making any other
payment under this section for the next fiscal year, the
Secretary shall pay each State whose payment was so
reduced an amount equal to the total amount of the reduc-
tions which applied to the State, subject to subparagraph
(B) of this paragraph.

‘‘(B) PRO RATA ADJUSTMENT IF INSUFFICIENT FUNDS
AVAILABLE.—If the total amount of payments otherwise
payable under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph for a
fiscal year exceeds the total of the amounts made available
pursuant to subsection (h) for the fiscal year, the amount
of each such payment shall be reduced by a percentage
equal to—

‘‘(i) the total of the amounts so made available;
divided by

‘‘(ii) the total of such otherwise payable payments.
‘‘(e) TWO-YEAR AVAILABILITY OF INCENTIVE PAYMENTS.—Pay-

ments to a State under this section in a fiscal year shall remain
available for use by the State through the end of the next fiscal
year.

‘‘(f) LIMITATIONS ON USE OF INCENTIVE PAYMENTS.—A State
shall not expend an amount paid to the State under this section
except to provide to children or families any service (including
post-adoption services) that may be provided under part B or E.
Amounts expended by a State in accordance with the preceding
sentence shall be disregarded in determining State expenditures
for purposes of Federal matching payments under sections 423,
434, and 474.

‘‘(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
‘‘(1) HOME STUDY.—The term ‘home study’ means an

evaluation of a home environment conducted in accordance
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with applicable requirements of the State in which the home
is located, to determine whether a proposed placement of a
child would meet the individual needs of the child, including
the child’s safety, permanency, health, well-being, and mental,
emotional, and physical development.

‘‘(2) INTERSTATE HOME STUDY.—The term ‘interstate home
study’ means a home study conducted by a State at the request
of another State, to facilitate an adoptive or foster placement
in the State of a child in foster care under the responsibility
of the State.

‘‘(3) TIMELY INTERSTATE HOME STUDY.—The term ‘timely
interstate home study’ means an interstate home study com-
pleted by a State if the State provides to the State that
requested the study, within 30 days after receipt of the request,
a report on the results of the study. The preceding sentence
shall not be construed to require the State to have completed,
within the 30-day period, the parts of the home study involving
the education and training of the prospective foster or adoptive
parents.
‘‘(h) LIMITATIONS ON AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For payments under this section, there
are authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary—

‘‘(A) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2007;
‘‘(B) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2008;
‘‘(C) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2009; and
‘‘(D) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2010.

‘‘(2) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appropriated under para-
graph (1) are authorized to remain available until expended.’’.
(c) REPEALER.—Effective October 1, 2010, section 473B of the

Social Security Act is repealed.
SEC. 5. SENSE OF THE CONGRESS.

It is the sense of the Congress that State agencies should
fully cooperate with any court which has authority with respect
to the placement of a child in foster care or for adoption, for
the purpose of locating a parent of the child, and such cooperation
should include making available all information obtained from the
Federal Parent Locator Service.
SEC. 6. CASEWORKER VISITS.

(a) PURCHASE OF SERVICES IN INTERSTATE PLACEMENT CASES.—
Section 475(5)(A)(ii) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
675(5)(A)(ii)) is amended by striking ‘‘or of the State in which
the child has been placed’’ and inserting ‘‘of the State in which
the child has been placed, or of a private agency under contract
with either such State’’.

(b) INCREASED VISITS.—Section 475(5)(A)(ii) of such Act (42
U.S.C. 675(5)(A)(ii)) is amended by striking ‘‘12’’ and inserting ‘‘6’’.
SEC. 7. HEALTH AND EDUCATION RECORDS.

Section 475 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 675) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(C)—
(A) by striking ‘‘To the extent available and accessible,

the’’ and inserting ‘‘The’’; and
(B) by inserting ‘‘the most recent information available

regarding’’ after ‘‘including’’; and
(2) in paragraph (5)(D)—

Effective date.
42 USC 673c and
note.

Deadline.
Reports.
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(A) by inserting ‘‘a copy of the record is’’ before ‘‘sup-
plied’’; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘, and is supplied to the child at
no cost at the time the child leaves foster care if the
child is leaving foster care by reason of having attained
the age of majority under State law’’ before the semicolon.

SEC. 8. RIGHT TO BE HEARD IN FOSTER CARE PROCEEDINGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 475(5)(G) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 675(5)(G)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘an opportunity’’ and inserting ‘‘a right’’;
(2) by striking ‘‘and opportunity’’ and inserting ‘‘and right’’;

and
(3) by striking ‘‘review or hearing’’ each place it appears

and inserting ‘‘proceeding’’.
(b) NOTICE OF PROCEEDING.—Section 438(b) of such Act (42

U.S.C. 638(b)) is amended by inserting ‘‘shall have in effect a
rule requiring State courts to ensure that foster parents, pre-adop-
tive parents, and relative caregivers of a child in foster care under
the responsibility of the State are notified of any proceeding to
be held with respect to the child, and’’ after ‘‘highest State court’’.
SEC. 9. COURT IMPROVEMENT.

Section 438(a)(1) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
629h(a)(1)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of subparagraph (C); and
(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(E) that determine the best strategy to use to expedite
the interstate placement of children, including—

‘‘(i) requiring courts in different States to cooperate
in the sharing of information;

‘‘(ii) authorizing courts to obtain information and
testimony from agencies and parties in other States
without requiring interstate travel by the agencies and
parties; and

‘‘(iii) permitting the participation of parents, chil-
dren, other necessary parties, and attorneys in cases
involving interstate placement without requiring their
interstate travel; and’’.

SEC. 10. REASONABLE EFFORTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 471(a)(15)(C) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 671(a)(15)(C)) is amended by inserting ‘‘(including,
if appropriate, through an interstate placement)’’ after ‘‘accordance
with the permanency plan’’.

(b) PERMANENCY HEARING.—Section 471(a)(15)(E)(i) of such Act
(42 U.S.C. 671(a)(15)(E)(i)) is amended by inserting ‘‘, which con-
siders in-State and out-of-State permanent placement options for
the child,’’ before ‘‘shall’’.

(c) CONCURRENT PLANNING.—Section 471(a)(15)(F) of such Act
(42 U.S.C. 671(a)(15)(F)) is amended by inserting ‘‘, including identi-
fying appropriate in-State and out-of-State placements’’ before
‘‘may’’.
SEC. 11. CASE PLANS.

Section 475(1)(E) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 675(1)(E))
is amended by inserting ‘‘to facilitate orderly and timely in-State
and interstate placements’’ before the period.

42 USC 629h.
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SEC. 12. CASE REVIEW SYSTEM.

Section 475(5)(C) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 675(5)(C)
is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘, in the case of a child who will not
be returned to the parent, the hearing shall consider in-State
and out-of-State placement options,’’ after ‘‘living arrangement’’;
and

(2) by inserting ‘‘the hearing shall determine’’ before
‘‘whether the’’.

SEC. 13. USE OF INTERJURISDICTIONAL RESOURCES.

Section 422(b)(12) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
622(b)(12)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘develop plans for the’’ and inserting ‘‘make’’;
(2) by inserting ‘‘(including through contracts for the pur-

chase of services)’’ after ‘‘resources’’; and
(3) by inserting ‘‘, and shall eliminate legal barriers,’’ before

‘‘to facilitate’’.
SEC. 14. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise provided in this section,
the amendments made by this Act shall take effect on October
1, 2006, and shall apply to payments under parts B and E of
title IV of the Social Security Act for calendar quarters beginning
on or after such date, without regard to whether regulations to
implement the amendments are promulgated by such date.

(b) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION REQUIRED.—If
the Secretary of Health and Human Services determines that State
legislation (other than legislation appropriating funds) is required
in order for a State plan under part B or E of title IV of the
Social Security Act to meet the additional requirements imposed
by the amendments made by a provision of this Act, the plan
shall not be regarded as failing to meet any of the additional
requirements before the 1st day of the 1st calendar quarter begin-
ning after the first regular session of the State legislature that
begins after the date of the enactment of this Act. If the State
has a 2-year legislative session, each year of the session is deemed
to be a separate regular session of the State legislature.

Approved July 3, 2006.

42 USC 622 note.
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ICPC Process 
Public Foster CareIAdoptions 

5 copies of the 1 OOA sent from local with 3 copies of: CustodyrrPR orders 
Child's social history 
Case plan 
FinanciallMedical plan 
Medical info for child and family 

1 Sent from sending state ICPC to receiving state ICPC 

I 1 Receiving state ICPC receives packet, keeps one copy of everything, and sends one to local workers. 

Receiving state has 60 days from receiving the 100A to make a decision 

If approved: receiving state sends 
three copies of home eval to their 
ICPC. 
ICPC approves the 100A and sends 
to sending state ICPC. Sending 
ICPC notifies local and sends the 
approval. 

Child is placed. Sending state sends 
1008 with placement date 

If child NOT placed, the approval is 
valid for 6 months. 100B closure is 
sent from sending state. 

If denied: receiving state sends 
3 copies of home eval to their 
ICPC. 

ICPC denies the 1 OOA and 
closes the case. 

Sending lCPC notifies local that 
placement may NOT be made. 

Case is closed 

After a child is placed: 

Receiving state maintains monthly face-to-face visits and sends quarterly 
reports via ICPC channels 

When child returns to Sending state, moves, or is adopted: 100B closure is sent from Sending state. 
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